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he acts quite otherwise, my judgment is not less true
so far as it affects his character or spirit. So my
ought-judgments may be quite wrong as applied to
the fact-world, yet quite true to God's Spirit, and
therefore true to the ultimate and deepest reality
with which that Spirit is identical. The religious
spirit, in its earnest desire for the instant realisation
of the Ideal, is prone to arrange and interpret its
experience as though it were the whole or nearly the
whole of experience, and to determine, rightly perhaps,
what ought to be on that supposition, and then to grow
dogmatic and prophetic as to the past, present, and
future, and to impose its own reading on the data of
experience; to tlidealise" history and science more
or less artistically into an expression of its own faith
and feeling. In all this it may be false to fact, may
act as a principle of bias and falsification, and yet be
true to the deeper reality. Corrected by history and
science as to its assumptions of fact, it does not cease
to be true in the deeper sense. Here is the realm of
its relative infallibility ; here it cannot be criticised or
corrected by mere fact-truth. Thus, e.g. apart from
all fact-truth the infancy-stories of the Apocryphal
Gospels are false ; that of the birth in the manger as
recounted by Luke, true. To determine their fact-
truth is the proper work of criticism. Should the
received belief prove to be the result of a too hasty
and uncritical moulding of history in accordance with
the'sense of "what ought to be," the belief loses its
literal or factual truth, yet becomes prophetic of the
truth to be found in a wider outlook. What is true
ex hypothesi does not cease to be true when the hypo-
thesis is not verified.